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ILLAWARRA home owners who are selling 
are still overwhelmingly coming out on top, 
according to a new report.

More than 99 per cent of Wollongong 
home owners who resold in the last three 
months of 2022 made a gross profit accord-
ing to CoreLogic's latest Pain & Gain Report.

Meanwhile, every single home that was re-
sold in the Kiama LGA during the same time 
took home a gross profit.

In the Wollongong LGA, 99.1 per cent of all 
resale transactions sold for a profit. Owners 
held on to their homes for a median period 
of nine years and made a profit of $405,500, 
with the combined value of profits totalling 
$254,992,062.

In the Shellharbour LGA, 98.5 per cent of 
all resale transactions made a profit. Owners 
held on to their homes for a median period of 
8.1 years before reselling, with the combined 
value of profits totalling $88,710,114. The 
median profit in the Shellharbour LGA was 
$382,250.

Home owners in the Kiama LGA who re-
sold had the greatest success - with 100 per 
cent selling at a profit - with a median gain 
of $592,500.

In Kiama owners held their homes for a 
median period of 8.8 years.

CoreLogic head of research Eliza Owen 
said the Kiama findings represented "a pretty 
remarkable result".

"That's given home values have come 
down around 15 per cent from a recent peak 
in April last year, but overall values remain 34 
per cent above where they were at the onset 
of the pandemic," she said.

"While the region doesn't have the highest 
hold period on profit-making sales, a 100 per 
cent of resales making a nominal gain points 
to a lack of short-term selling."

Angie Ritchie from First National Coast 
and Country regularly sells homes in the 
Kiama area.

She said the median profit figure could 
well have been impacted by long-time resi-
dents who had owned homes there for up to 
several decades, and were now reselling.

"There's home owners downsizing, retir-
ing; empty nesters who are moving into new 
places," she said. 

"We're not seeing many people do a quick 
flip at the moment. There's not a lot of quick 
resales at the moment."
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– BRENDAN CRABB

How to find the right venue? God knows
WHEN Kiama band KES-
MAR was looking for a ven-
ue, the auditorium at the 
back of Wollongong Uniting 
Church wasn't the first spot 
that came to mind.

However, ultimately that 
was where the clip for Is It Me 
or Is It Love was filmed, after 
songwriter and producer Na-
than Hawes hired the space 
through South Coast devel-
oped online platform Vennu.

"I was looking for a stu-
dio to hire but they were all 
uninspiring with plain back-
drops, and they're all quite 
expensive," Mr Hawes said.

After hunting around, Mr 

Hawes found the Wesley Au-
ditorium.

"We needed somewhere 
that was going to look great 
straightaway, and then 
having the grand piano, 
dark wood floors, cream 
curtains and everything, it 
just worked."

Office administrator Ra-
chael McGarry is still blown 
away by the set-up the band 
brought with them.

"They had a lot of props," 
she said. "They had a lot of 
big, bulky kit. They were here 
for a full day!"

Best understood as the 
Airbnb for community halls, 

Vennu launched in 2018 
and now lists over 100,000 
surf clubs, scout halls 

and school auditoriums 
around Australia.

Founder Suzanne Camp-

bell said the platform aims 
to help community organisa-
tions in regional areas better 
utilise their existing spaces.

"We're lifting the adminis-
trative load for staff and vol-
unteers and making it easier 
for them to connect with the 
community," she said.

At Wollongong Uniting 
Church, in addition to the 
video clip, the venue has 
hosted music performances, 
meetings and wet-weather 
affected weddings after in-
quiries through Vennu.

Reverend Geoff Flynn said 
by attracting more bookings 
for the spaces in the church, 

the church could in turn give 
back to the community, such 
as through its soup kitchen. 

"Any income that we get 
goes towards funding our 
ministry and our mission."

Off the back of hiring the 
auditorium, Mr Hawes said 
he and his band mates would 
be looking at more uncon-
ventional spaces.

"I'm inspired to use more 
and using that site to find 
other venues to shoot in," 
he said.

"In coastal towns, there 
can be such good halls and 
little spaces, super vibe-y."

– CONNOR PEARCE

Vennu founder Suzanna Campbell with Reverend 
Geoffrey Flynn and Rachael McGarry in one of the spaces 
available for hire. Picture by Adam McLean

Surfers give back in 
mega-paddle north

A GROUP of surfers is committed to make 
sure their sur� ng holidays to remote 
communities go beyond sand and surf, but 
support as well.

For East Corrimal surfer Jackson Mc-
Kenzie, a trip to Indonesia last year was a 
wake-up call for him to become involved in 
the annual Paddle Against Poverty event.

� e 19-year-old went on a surf holiday 
through Indonesia in mid-2022, through 
Bali, Western Indonesia and the Menta-
wai   Islands .

  "Lots of surf trips are based in very, very 
run-down communities where rich western 
surfers come in to surf some waves and then 
go home and don't do much for the local 
community," Mr McKenzie said.  

� e University of Wollongong mechanical 
engineering student wanted to change that.

" � e waves were incredible, but there was 
not much money," Mr McKenzie said. "You 
know their roads were destroyed and their 
living conditions were from an Australian 
point of view pretty intense."

After witnessing the conditions he said 

being able to raise money to support people 
in the area was a 'no-brainer'.

"I realised how privileged I was and how I 
was only going there to surf.

"Leading up to the trip there was no 
thought of 'what can I bring to this commu-
nity', which was a bit of a wake-up call."

Community members will gather at 
Wollongong Harbour for the Paddle Against 
Poverty charity event on Saturday, April 
1. � e annual event has been running for 
22 years.

� e paddlers can opt for a paddle board, 
kayak, SUP or any non-powered watercraft 
of their choice to make their way from 
Wollongong Harbour to � irroul.

� e paddle is 12km long and takes the 
group around three-and-a-half hours; 
paddlers can have rest breaks along the 
way with support vessels accompanying 
the group.

Christian Surfers Australia is facilitating 
the event to raise money for three charities - 
SurfAid, Mercy Hut, and Juraki Surf.

It's the � rst time the annual paddling 
event will be donating to three charities 
instead of one, with an aim to raise more 

than $15,000.
� e event organisers opted to give to 

three charities after a partnership with 
Tibra, a � nancial trading � rm with a branch 
in Austinmer.

Sandon Groves, director of the Paddle 
Against Poverty event, said it is an opportu-
nity for surfers to give back to the communi-
ties they visit.

"You're sur� ng these remote, beautiful, 
amazing waves, but we don't want to just 
exploit those waves and leave, we want to 
be able to give back in some capacity," Mr 
Groves said.

� e pair tell the  Mercury  they � nd it's 
often easier to have a deeper conversation 
with another bloke when you are doing 
something alongside them.

With a few hours to kill as they pad-
dle their way to � irroul, friendships 
are formed.

"� ere is a rawness to it where people let 
down their guard because you're on this 
shared challenge," Mr Groves said.

For details on registering to paddle or 
to donate visit paddle-against-poverty-23.
raisely.com

BY  MARLENE EVEN 

 Jackson McKenzie and Sandon Groves will paddle from Wollongong Harbour to Thirroul on Saturday in the annual Paddle Against 
Poverty, which allows surfers the opportunity to give back to the communities they visit. Picture by Sylvia Liber 


